
National Honor Society FAQ’s

What is NHS? It’s a club that encourages academically-strong students to serve their
communities.  Mrs. Langert is the chapter advisor and questions should be directed to her at
j_langert@swchs.org.

Can I get in? Students must have a 3.65 weighted or unweighted GPA, a good disciplinary
record (including attendance), and a teacher recommendation. Students are not expected to be
perfect; we are looking for students who have A’s and B’s who are striving to maintain school
standards of behavior.

What about the meetings? Meetings will take place once a month at a time that does not
conflict with other extracurricular activities. They will be short, fun, and informative.

What else do I have to do? Members are required to maintain good grades, have good
attendance and disciplinary records at school, come to nearly all meetings, and serve 10 hours
a semester.  A semester is July-Dec and Jan-June, so some of those hours can be completed in
the summer, and 4 hours are available for students who participate in SWCHS’s service day.
“Service” is any activity that is helpful to others for which students do not receive compensation
either in grades or money.  Students may serve at church or through staffing our school’s
homework center.  We will help students find service opportunities.

Can I be a leader? Yes!  Students interested in the five leadership roles (president, VP,
secretary, treasurer, homework center coordinator) will be able to submit applications during our
first meeting in the fall and then be voted upon by the NHS faculty council.  Preference will be
given to seniors to fill leadership roles, but juniors can apply, too.

Is this a Christian club? It is not.  NHS is an international academic and service club.
However, our chapter is in our Christian school, so we will have a unique Christian aspect which
will include prayer and a focus on faith.  Our club’s principles come from Jesus’ words in Luke
12:48: “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one
who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”  We believe this parable means
that students who have been given academic gifts by God should use their gifts to bless others
either through tutoring or through having more bandwidth to serve in their communities.

Ok!  I’m interested!  How do I start? There are forms on the SWCHS website under
“Activites/Student Life/NHS.”  You need to print and fill out an application, write and edit the
essay, and ask a teacher to recommend you using the form you’ve printed out for them.  Submit
your application to Mrs. Langert (either in her classroom, her box, or leave with the receptionist).
The teacher will submit his or her recommendation directly to Mrs. Langert.  You will be notified
via email if you were or were not accepted into NHS.



When do I become a member? You’ll need to participate in NHS for two semesters before you
are an official NHS member. Then, you’ll be inducted in a special ceremony and become eligible
to receive benefits such as NHS membership scholarships, recognition at graduation, and more.
For current juniors, there will be a good-faith, expedited process for membership so you are
able to put NHS on your early action college applications.


