
The Compass   | 1

COMPASS
The

A PUBLICATION OF SOUTHWEST CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL

Winter 2022



|  Winter 20222

Dear SWCHS Community,

I give glory to God for His 
work at SWCHS every year, 
but this year my gratitude is 
particularly strong. My twin 
boys are experiencing their 
senior year at Southwest 
Christian High School, and 
I have been so encouraged 
as a dad by the unique 
privilege of watching this 
community of teachers, 
staff, and families help my 
sons grow as disciples of 
Christ. I’m also happy to 
note that this year marks a 
full return to our traditions.

Some of the fun traditions to which we’ve returned include the All-School Retreat and school dances, having fans at sporting 
events, and, this November, I was able to serve with our senior class on our yearly mission trip which we missed in 2021. 
Due to Covid restrictions, we traveled to Puerto Rico and we were blessed to serve in such a welcoming, beautiful country.

Despite the ongoing challenges from Covid we’ve experienced and continue to face, God has blessed our community in many 
ways including exciting growth. 

Next year we anticipate a student enrollment close to 500 students, a dream originally envisioned by our school’s founders. 
The growth in our enrollment has provided our students with many exciting opportunities that you’ll see as you read the 
articles in this magazine. Our student numbers are now prompting the launch of our next growth phase, an athletic expansion, 
to serve the almost 80% of our student body who participate in our athletics program. Construction is set to begin in late May 
or early June of this year.

We are grateful to have facilities which allow us to serve even more families who desire a Christian education, but our focus 
remains the same: to partner with those families by developing mature disciples of Jesus Christ who seek, know, live and 
proclaim the Truth of Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul encourages us in Philippians 3:14 to “press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  Knowing Jesus and making him known was the reason for our school's creation.  Much 
has changed in my 21 years serving at Southwest, but I am so encouraged that the staff and faculty remain fully committed 
to pursuing the prize we are called to in Christ. Please continue to pray for our school community as we help our students 

follow Him.

In Christ,
Dan Beckering
Head of School

From the Head of School

The Beckering Family
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As enrollment has grown, the administration was concerned that 
the sense of belonging to a community would lessen and it would 
be more difficult for students to build relationships between grades. 
Two years ago Brian Goldie proposed a "House System" idea to Mr. 
Beckering that launched this fall. The House System is a regular 
part of a student’s week at school. Mr. Goldie recruited faculty and 
seniors to lead each house. That original group of students hoped 
to implement the House System in 2020, but COVID squashed 
those plans. Nevertheless, those students continued to devote 
hours of their time to help plan and push forward the program 
starting in the 2021–22 school year.

The group started planning in March 2020. Two years later Fide, 
Sapientia, Fortitudo, and Veritas, named after the Latin virtues of 
faithfulness, wisdom, strength, and truth, are fighting for the House 
Cup by participating in House games and events like Operation 
Christmas Child. These events foster community between students 
of all grades and allow students to find their place in our community. 

Winter Homecoming, which had been a fun way to connect as 
a class, had become “a sub-par experience.” By competing 
as Houses rather than grades, Homecoming will include more 
planners and helpers rather than the same people leading the 
grade and doing the work each year. 

One of the biggest ways the House System brings community 
is by allowing seniors to mentor underclassmen. In my own 
experience, it's not uncommon for seniors and freshmen to be 
friends, but that friendship is often nothing more than a simple “Hi! 
What’s up?” while passing in the halls. The House System allows 
upperclassmen to take these relationships to the next level, by 
being a life-giving friend and having a meaningful relationship with 
God. This mentorship is done mainly through a House innovation 
called “family time.” Family time is a set time where 2–3 seniors lead 
a small group of juniors, sophomores, and freshmen in a game or 
social time. Sophomore Jared Griner, part of house Fide, explained 
that “I think [the House System] brings community, especially the 
family portion of it. Before I didn't know the guys in [my “family”] but 
now I am good friends with them.” 

Lindsay Johnson, Associate Dean of Students, oversees the House 
System. “I love the social aspect of it and how it brings students 
together!" she said. "Our House captains are in charge of helping set 
the unique culture of each house and directing House meetings." Mrs. 
Johnson and the two staff advisors from each House meet with the 
captains every other week to help them plan games and events. The 
first semester of the House System games ended with Veritas narrowly 
defeating Fortitudo for the first-ever fall season championship. All the 
Houses will continue to compete for the House Cup throughout the 
week of Homecoming and into the spring semester. 

Overall, students are enjoying the new House System at Southwest 
Christian, and the new tradition is bringing about many of the 
benefits Mr. Goldie envisioned so long ago.

New House System
By Bennet Beckering, Class of 2022
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Learning by Doing: Entrepreneurship Class

By Annebet Pettit, Marketing and Communications Manager

Southwest Christian High School has long sought to offer electives 
which allow students to explore potential careers as well as 
pursue their talents. Launched in a collaboration with Dr. Art Hill, 
a professor at Carlson School of Management at the University of 
Minnesota, teacher Kit Avery has directed a two-semester course 
of business entrepreneurship and consulting.  As an entrepreneur 
himself, Mr. Avery guides teams of students in developing a product 
or service. The course culminates in a Shark Tank presentation 
before business professionals which covers the complexities of 
finance, supply chain, marketing, and future growth.

Senior Noah Van Nest took Entrepreneurship and Consulting his 
junior year. He says that this course whet his appetite for taking 
business courses in college. It also taught him about the challenges 
of running a business, including the importance of networking, 
using investor funds wisely, scaling a service, and doing business 
ethically.

Avery adds that he presses students to think through the right 
response to ethical dilemmas before students are put under 
pressure in a real job. “You have to be a good human being 
everywhere, and that includes in everything you do at work,” Avery 
says. “Their workplace is where they have the chance to live out 
their faith.”

Avery says that one of the hardest things for students to learn in 
his course is how to work in groups. “Every person adds value, 
and I have to teach students to look for what each team member 
can bring.” Sometimes the loudest student’s idea will prevail in a 
discussion, but he challenges teams to ensure that everyone’s 
ideas have been heard and considered.  “Students have to set 
aside their egos because they get better results when all the ideas 
are considered.”

Van Nest agrees that learning teamwork was both the most 
rewarding and most difficult part of the class. “I learned to listen 
to others better,” he says, adding that “I learned I have to juggle 
between being assertive with my own ideas and letting other ideas 
shape mine.”

The business program at Southwest Christian High School is 
one of many ways students are equipped for college and career 
beyond their four years of high school.  According to senior Caden 
Paschke, “Real world jobs are full of communication and putting in 
hard work.  In this class, I not only learned how to resolve conflict, 
but I also was given the experience of actually implementing [a 
plan]. Few other classes offer this level of tangible real world skills.”

Presenting, planning, and teamwork are key lessons from Mr. Kit Avery's entrepreneurship course.
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Southwest Christian High School exists so that students may 
seek, know, live, and proclaim the Truth of Jesus Christ. So, it is 
by no surprise that the school's top priority is the spiritual growth 
of students. Therefore, every student is required to take four full 
years of Bible classes, and these are not simple Sunday school 
stories: they are survey courses of the Old and New Testaments, 
the Bible’s origins and the interpretations of Scripture throughout 
history, and the philosophical implications of a Christian worldview. 

Each course encourages students to grow academically and 
mature spiritually. The school's curriculum starts with a biblical 
foundation in freshmen and sophomore years. In junior and senior 
years, teachers guide students through the ideas flowing from the 
Bible and how the Bible impacts our life. This sequence helps build 
a strong foundation that is not just composed of head knowledge. 

Bible class is just one place where biblical formation occurs. 
Students are discipled in every course from math to gym and art 
to chemistry. Every course students take, as English teacher Dr. 
Barb Hoklin says, “gives us more opportunity to see God,” which 
is seen in how each teacher designed his or her course to impact 
students’ spiritual growth. These storylines are made visual 
and posted on the classroom walls along with evidence of how 
students are growing spiritually. These course goals relate directly 
to the Bible and a biblical worldview, and encourage students to 
see God integrated into all subjects.

The Southwest Christian staff is a blessing. Teachers partner with 
students in their journey with Christ. According to biology teacher 
Dr. Thor Benson, teachers genuinely ask how they can make their 
students feel loved and known. In the words of senior Bible teacher 

and Chaplain, Mr. Brian Goldie, the school emphasizes “students' 
hearts, not just behavior and performance.” Our teachers are 
good at teaching their subjects, but they also influence students 
in their faith formation as students watch and learn from mature 
followers of Christ. 

Apart from the teachers, another blessing in the lives of our 
students is the opportunity to attend Encounter each Wednesday. 
This is a time where the whole school comes together to share 
in the same topic or experience and to worship as a community 
through song, according to Mr. Goldie. Encounter speakers are 
encouraged to speak from their hearts on “ideas as opposed 
to information,” he adds. Freshman Bible teacher Mr. Dustin 
Thompson says Southwest Christian “does a wonderful job letting 
students be curious,” a mindset encouraged by the variety of 
Encounter speakers and topics.  

Most students would say the most fun way they are discipled is 
through Discipleship Groups (D-Groups). These same-gender 
groups meet for four years to grow in friendship and faith while 
being mentored by a Christian adult. Friday mornings in D-Groups 
are filled with laughs and relationships students might never have 
chosen themselves. According to business teacher Mr. Kit Avery, 
D-Group is a safe space for students with unique stories and trials 
to come together and support each other as they learn and grow 
in their faith. No matter if students are new freshmen, transfers, 
or have attended SWC all four years, their name will be known. 

Southwest Christian promotes spiritual growth in more aspects 
than one. Whether it is through teachers, Encounters, or D-Groups, 
this school is set apart in its intentionality on relationships. With 
teachers' incorporation of faith, as well as their desire to check in 
and care, students are discipled in the most important ways.

By Sophie Sommerness, Class of 2022,
Spiritual Life Committee Chair

Student Spiritual Growth
Prayer on the Puerto Rico

Mission Trip
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Tech Team Spotlight

 
With the completion of the new auditorium three years ago, the SWCHS tech crew 
has grown and flourished in our new home. Our techs are thoroughly blessed to 
learn to use industry-standard lighting, sound and video equipment to support 
both school events and rental productions. We have also benefited greatly from 
the wisdom and resources of our primary renter, Grace Church.  

As novice students grow in their skills, even becoming designers, their work 
increasingly gets better. The feedback they receive affirms their excellent work. 
During our last theater production, Treasure Island, the Hennepin Theater 
Trust Spotlight evaluators raved about the organization, execution, and quality 
production our teams delivered. After hosting comedian Michael Jr. for our fall 
fundraiser, the production manager said about our 14–18 year old students, 
“Your techs are more professional than some of the professional venues we 
perform in.” 

Our student techs log tireless hours each week as they design, program and 
run Encounter services, assemblies, school dances, and so much more. Last 
year alone, SWCHS techs logged an estimated 415 labor hours, the equivalent 
of ten 40–hour work weeks, almost all of which were unpaid.  Our students also 
volunteer their tech skills by helping run their church services and productions.  
While their work at school is unpaid, we have also seen students use their tech 
training to work for community theaters and gain high-paying jobs during college.

The crew is excited for the productions we have coming up in the second 
semester, which include two theater productions, concerts, weekly Encounters, 
and our Night of Stars talent show. We are also excited to rent our space more 
often in the coming semester. Both our venue and our crew have proved to be 
exceptional in the SW metro market which enables us to earn rental income for 
the school. We look forward to hosting the a cappella singing ICHSA competition 
for the third year, local dance companies, and Miss Minnesota Outstanding Teen 
in the coming semester.

Lastly we have been blessed to serve our community during Covid. A local non-
profit, Build-A-Bed, assembles beds for families in need, but due to Covid could 
not use its previous location to assemble its bed kits. We were thrilled to form 
a partnership with Build-A-Bed by providing access to the SWCHS scene shop 
along with student workers on service days. They assembled and sent out over a 
dozen bunk beds in the last year, and cite how easy the scene shop space made 
getting kits ready for families.

The tech team enjoys these real-life opportunities thanks to the generosity of 
our donors who have provided us industry-standard equipment which the team 
is using to glorify God with the talents and passions He has given us.

By Jason Wipf, Theater Director, Auditorium Supervisor, 
and Education Technology Coordinator

Would you like to join our team or rent our space? The SWCHS tech crew welcomes rookies and 
pros alike as we seek to deliver a top quality experience to school concerts, theater productions 
and more. Contact Jason Wipf (j_wipf@swchs.org) for more information.

Master Control Board

Tech Crew
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Lots of families have filled Christmas shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child (or something similar) as another Christmas 
season approached. When our girls were little, we adored 
putting the boxes together, shopping for items that we thought 
were fun, entertaining, and helpful for a child somewhere in 
the world. I wistfully watched the videos in church of little ones 
receiving their boxes. I wondered who the kids were and what 
their stories were. I wondered if their excitement was more 
than fleeting after getting a box brimming with goodies. Mostly 
I wondered if they’d ever remember getting a Christmas 
box from somewhere else in the world when they were little. 

After taking a few years off from stuffing boxes, SWCHS was 
doing a shoebox drive, and my son Artur and I won the plum 
assignment of doing the Operation Christmas Child shopping for 
him and his sister. Artur came to our forever home in 2019, and 
we learn new things about his life all the time.

Before we left, I wanted to be sure that he knew what the whole 
deal was about. Details like these sometimes get assigned at 
school and don’t really mean anything to him. Since a picture 
is worth a thousand words, I searched for “Operation Christmas 
Child images.” A second later, I pulled up a photo of some of the 
boxes.

He took one look, laughed, and said, “Ahh! I know what those are! 
I got some of them when I was living at the Center in Bishkek. I 
recognize the airplane on the box.” Who knew that I had a living, 
breathing example of a kid who received boxes in my own house? 
He said he got them for at least two Christmases at his orphanage.

I asked him, “Were they fun to get and did you keep any of the 
stuff for more than a day or two?” He replied: “Yes, they were so 
fun. One box had a picture and a letter from the family who sent 
the box. I don’t know what it said, but I loved the picture.”

“What were the best and most helpful things you got?” I inquired. 
“It was really good to get school stuff. A lot of kids don’t have their 
own pencils or paper, so it is hard to do schoolwork. I liked to 
have a toothbrush and soap. Socks were so good. Nobody has 
good socks,” he recalled. “Tonight we need to get hats and gloves 
because it’s cold in the winter. Toys and games are fun. The kids 
probably don’t speak English, so we should not get things with a 
lot of English they won’t understand.”

Later as we shopped, I commented on how it could be hard to 
know what to get for things that come in different sizes, like gloves 
and jammies. He said, “Oh, don’t worry, mom. Kids give each 
other things if they aren’t what they need. Sometimes kids have 
brothers or sisters, and they share, or you give things to your 
friends.” These boxes filled with love and hope are the gift that 
keeps giving.

Isn’t it amazing how, sometimes, things come full circle? You may 
stick some stuff in a box and never know if or where it lands. Trust 
that it will find its way into the hands of a child who will be filled 
with a little bit of wonder that someone cared enough to do it. It’s 
not just a fluffy thing to say that the hearts and hands that fill the 
boxes bear the image of Jesus’ heart and hands.

And, from one mom to another, I want to say thank you to the 
moms and their families who sent our son boxes before we could 
give him gifts of our own.

Artur MacPherson

An afterward to this story is that at Southwest Christian, Artur told 
a couple of teachers and kids that he had gotten boxes when 
he was at his orphanage in Kyrgyzstan. They were touched and 
asked the same kinds of questions I did. Someone pulled him 
aside and asked if he’d do a little cameo fake-packing a box and 
stacking it with the other boxes.  

I think it warms a lot of people’s hearts to know that giving, even 
when we have no idea where it will go, does more and goes 
further than we might ever imagine.

Operation Christmas Child Comes Home
By Becca MacPherson, SWCHS parent
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Mrs. Tupy wanted to work at SWCHS since she started 
attending Grace Church Chaska which meets in our building. 
When the need for her current roles arose, she knew her skills 
would be a good fit. She comes to SWCHS with experience as 
a social worker and working with disabled adults, and she has 
a wide variety of interests in service, social work, leadership, 
and outdoor recreation. That wide range of interests made a 
job with several components even more interesting to her.

What she didn’t know is the turn her life would take and how 
working in a Christian environment would bless her.

Tupy’s husband, Bryan, died at the end of July, a few days 
before she started working at SWC, leaving Tupy and her nine-
month-old son, Desmond, with a very different life than what 
she had anticipated. “My husband was my whole team, my 
plan, and now I’m on my own,” she says. 

She says, “I had just accepted the job [at SWCHS] and hadn’t 
even started working when Bryan died. I was so confused. I 
had so much to figure out, 
but even though my former 
employers offered me 
jobs, I knew I should go to 
Southwest.”

What she found at 
Southwest Christian she 
describes as “community.” 
She explains, “Kayle [Vick] 
and Jennifer [Bettin] had only met me once and they came to 
[Bryan’s] visitation. That was just the start. Southwest held 
the job for me until I was ready to start. Then once I started 
working, everyone was so kind and helpful. They were living 
out what they say they believe, being Christians and not just 
talking about it. It’s one thing to believe in God and call yourself 
a Christian, and it’s another to see people live it out like they 
have here at Southwest.”

On Service Day this fall, two D-Groups served Desmond and 
Mrs. Tupy. They winterized their garden, raked their leaves, 
and completed all the set up for her son’s first birthday party. 
“They even bought him a present and played with him which 

he loved,” she 
remembers. She 
adds, “That group 
saved me days of 
work, hanging stuff 
in the garage and 
making it nice for 
his party. Things like hanging stuff are so hard to do on your 
own, and they did it all for me. I’m used to giving, but they 
let me just receive.” A different D-Group made cupcakes for 
the party and freezer meals for later.  “This community is so 
important. Their service meant the world to me,” Tupy reflects.

“Reflection” is a word that describes Tupy these days.  She says 
she still cries unexpectedly, but wants to share her story with the 
Southwest Christian community as a way of saying thanks, as 
well as helping others who are in emotional pain. She knows that 
students and parents who pass by her at the reception desk may 
also be hurting, and she wants them to know she understands they 
may not be at their best at that moment.

“One thing I’ve learned is that when you see people, don’t judge 
them because you just don’t know what they’re going through. 
Like the week Bryan died, I ran a red light. In the past, I would’ve 
yelled at someone running a light that they were being reckless, 
but I really didn’t even see it. I wish I could have a sign on my 
forehead that says, ‘My husband just died’ so people would know 
I’m not normally like this. It’s so hard to see people and not judge 
them, but I’m trying to be curious instead of judgmental about 
why they are acting the way they are.”

As a community, we are grateful Mrs. Tupy is working at SWCHS.  
We appreciate her big smile at the front desk, and her kind 
and competent help 
in her other roles.
We look forward to 
seeing the many 
ways God will use 
her story.

Annalee Tupy 
Receptionist, Learning Specialist, and Yearbook Advisor

By Annebet Pettit, Marketing and Communications Manager

Staff Spotlight:

Annalee, Desmond, and Bryan Tupy

Desmond's first 
birthday
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Expansion: Phase Four Coming Soon
By Leslie Robertson, Director of Development

Phase 1 — Leading the Way: Building Disciples
Permanent school established

2012 | To accommodate the school’s growth in 2011, Southwest 
Christian moved out of the Peavey Rd. warehouse (above top) and 
purchased 29 acres of farmland in Chaska as the location for new 
school building. With construction completed on the new campus, 
187 students began school in the new SWCHS building (above 
bottom) on September 4, 2012.

Phase 2 — More parking and new tennis courts added

2014 | The need for more parking allowed us to expand parking 
and gain six new tennis courts. Our field “hill” was created from 
the excavation and will be used in our future outdoor stadium and 
retaining wall along highway 212.

Phase 3 — Building Disciples: auditorium, lobby, classrooms, 
counselor offices, pro-tech, and more parking added.

2019 | Southwest Christian opened a new building expansion to 
accommodate continued enrollment growth, including additional 
classrooms and a performing arts auditorium.

Phase 4 — Training Disciples: Athletic Complex Expansion
(renderings on page 11)

2022 | Southwest Christian will break ground in the spring of 2022 
to begin the athletic expansion. Completion estimated for fall 2023. 
This phase will create 53,000 sq ft of gymnasium and training 
spaces benefiting indoor athletic teams, fall and spring outdoor 
athletic teams, and PE classes. 

Transformative Principles of SWCHS Athletic Programs: 
    - Lead Intentionally  - Develop Servant Leadership
    - Impact the Kingdom     - Seek Excellence

As enrollment grows, Southwest Christian High School is committed 
to maintain and nurture a small school community where students 
are known and loved. 

For more details, updates, and giving options visit swchs.org.  Questions?

 Dan Beckering  Darin Keizer              Leslie Robertson
 Head of School   Athletic Director           Director of Development  
 d_beckering@swchs.org     d_keizer@swchs.org  l_robertson@swchs.org       

Athletic 
Complex
Here
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New 4500 sq ft weight room: behind the 
glass doors overlooking the new gym

New athletic lobby adjoins the existing gym

The Excitement is Building!

New Athletic Complex
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4 Annika Veurink committed 
to play volleyball at Villanova.

1

2 Adam Tebbs Goalkeeper for State Champion 
team, nominated for Mr. Soccer 2022 by the 
Minnesota State High School Soccer Coaches 
Association. 

5 Jayna Bredenberg signed to play 
Division II volleyball at Palm Beach Atlantic.

6 Cade Wiegert signed to Dallas 
Baptist University's baseball program.

3 Megan Steensland signed 
to the University of Minnesota's 
gymnastics team.

2

4 5

3

6

7

7  Boys Cross Country earns top GPA from 
fall SWCHS teams (3.83 team average). Girls 
volleyball also won gold recognition (3.79) and 
girls cross country, boys and girls soccer, and girls 
tennis won silver recognition.

1 Estelle Haugen signed 
to play volleyball for the 
University of Georgia. 

9

8 Boys Soccer won the 2021 State Class A 
Championship at U.S. Bank Stadium.

8

Athletic Highlights

8
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Athletics offer wide-ranging opportunities for students at SWCHS, 
and nearly 80% of our students play one or more sports.  Some 
students want to compete at the highest level while others want 
to join a team to get involved at school or even try a new sport for 
the first time. 

At the same time, our vision at Southwest Christian High School 
is to develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who glorify God 
through academic, artistic, and athletic excellence.  Our athletic 
programs pursue excellence in sports, but, as importantly, help 
athletes become more mature Christ-followers.

According to Athletic Director Darin Keizer, integrating faith is a 
key development goal for coaches. He challenges coaches to look 
at each season as an opportunity to help their players grow both 
in athletic skill and in maturity in Christ.  Girls soccer and lacrosse 
coach Mark Anderson is an example:  “In my year-end review 
with Mark, we talked a lot more about his spiritual goals than how 
the team did,” despite the fact that the girls soccer team had an 
exceptional season. 

The players themselves appreciate their Christian coaches.  
Senior volleyball player Jayna Bredenberg (above) noticed that her 
coaches at SWC “care about you more than just as a player or how 
well you play.  They take time to get to know you and are invested 
in your athletic and spiritual journey.” 

This year’s volleyball team theme was Narrow Gate based on 
Matthew 7:13-14 about the narrow gate being the harder one to 
enter.  When the girls lost important games and were disappointed, 
the coaches encouraged them to see that they were playing 
to represent God. “Having that mindset allowed us to finish [the 
season’s] last two games with two victories because we knew we 
could do the harder thing,” Bredenberg explains.

Goalkeeper Adam Tebbs, leader of the State Championship boys 

soccer team (above), agreed that playing for Christian coaches 
enriched his four years at SWC.  His coaches “speak into my life 
in a positive yet challenging way.  For instance, Coach Cookie has 
been a grandfather figure for me; his mentoring helped me become 
a better Christian.”

This is the kind of coaching Mr. Keizer is delighted to see. Faith-
based conversations “create openness that unlocks deep respect.  
The players learn to submit to authority, trust their coaches, and 
trust the other players on the team, too.” Keizer believes that 
coaching with Christ at the center makes students more mature as 
Christians but often results in better athletic success as well. “Our 
athletes are talented already, but they learn to be better leaders 
and teammates and that makes for better success on the field.”

While Christ-focused coaching is essential at SWC, the goal is to 
train players who can demonstrate their faith in their lives.

For instance, as SWCHS sports fans know, SWC teams invite their 
opponents to pray at the end of the game.  But Keizer is not content 
with perfunctory prayers. “We want kids to learn to pray with the 
opposing team, and not just rote prayers, but honest, deep prayers.  
We train our captains to grow in their own faith so they can pray 
more honestly,” he says. 

Tebbs says, “I have been encouraged to play for God first, 
teammates second, and third for my school or club.  I'm learning to 
put others before myself.  I will carry those values with me into my 
future” both on the pitch and off.

Bredenberg agrees that learning to put others first has been 
key to her experience playing sports at SWC.  “Every team and 
accomplishment is from God. I am representing God” whether she 
is playing sports and as a student. 

Our athletic program certainly offers opportunities for excellence, 
recognition, and state-wide success, but it is primarily another 
place where SWC can work to fulfill our vision, to make mature 
disciples of Jesus Christ who seek, know, live and proclaim the 
Truth of Jesus Christ.

Discipling Athletes
By Annebet Pettit Marketing and Communications 
Manager
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By Isabelle Maas, this is a collection work from a
series of photographs from unexpected viewpoints. 
Title: "Behind Everything.”

By Leihanah Weinacht. She is making a portfolio in mixed 
media, and this is the beginning of that process. Each 
artwork has a story and deep meaning including the tools 
she has chosen to create each piece of art. Title: "Why Are 
You Not Here?"

By Megan Van Beusekom for her AP Art and Design portfolio.
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What do you think of when you think of art? Splashes of color 
on a white canvas? A notebook full of black-and-white sketches? 
Perhaps even a gray lump of clay that looks vaguely like a human 
but you’re not quite sure unless you tip your head to the left? No 
matter what comes to mind, one thing’s for certain: when it comes 
to AP Art and Design, you’re right. Artists of any medium and any 
level are welcomed in Southwest Christian’s most expressive 
class. This year-long class is typically offered every other year, 
and is, in Mrs. Pieske’s words, “something bigger than just our 
school; it’s a nationally-known course.” This class isn’t just taught 
at Southwest, it’s connected to the College Board, and offers 
students the opportunity to earn college credit. 

Some people ask if art is really something students should get 
course credit for, because, after all, can creative expression be 
graded? If so, how?  In AP Art, students are required to submit 
a portfolio containing two sections. In the first, students generate 
questions that will guide them through the class that will help 
them to push themselves to take artistic risks and try new types 
of expression. This section, called the Sustained Investigation, 
includes sketches, art studies, and progress images that document 
the student’s exploration. Some of the finished works produced 
through the Sustained Investigation can then be submitted to the 
Selected Works section, which must contain five completed pieces 
alongside a written artist’s statement. This portfolio is not just 
graded on how it looks; the judges evaluate competency with a 
given medium, but also the ability to see an artistic voice emerging 
from the work. 

“It’s going to be about people, diversity, and skills,” junior Isabelle 
Maas explained when asked about her portfolio. “I’m capturing 
people’s abilities and what God gave them as a gift.” Maas is 
taking AP Art as a photographer. Photography might not seem like 
an art form to many people, but as Maas explains, “It depends on 
your intentions. If you’re doing professional photography, such as 

portraits for a business, it’s not necessarily an art form because 
you aren’t intentionally making it expressive.” In many forms of 
photography, there is often a uniform way of staging to achieve a 
“professional” look. Maas strives to achieve artistic intentionality 
into her work, to make it more expressive and thought-provoking.

Junior Leihanah Weinacht uses art as a way to express herself. 
“My work is chaotic. I use a lot of mixed media and try to be 
authentic. [It’s] just me processing what I think about onto a 
canvas,” Weinacht explains. If there is something on her mind 
for a while, she will create a painting to portray her emotions and 
ideas. Weinacht wanted to take AP Art because it allows students 
to explore their own interests with less strict direction, and improve 
their technical skills with any kind of medium that they want.

I am also taking AP Art, and, like Leihanah, I have enjoyed being 
able to pursue my own direction. Last year in Drawing II, I was able 
to discover my artistic style and preferred the medium of black ink 
pens, but this year in AP Art, I have been able to grow my artistic 
portfolio to become a greater representation of myself. Most of my 
works are emotional, thought-provoking illustrations that aim to 
express a different perspective on reality. My portfolio is aiming 
to explore the idea of abandoning comfort and “the known.” As 
a senior in high school, I am leaving everything I know behind to 
pursue a future on my own. My Selected Works feature cluttered 
rooms that have since been abandoned for various reasons. Each 
piece, while in black and white, is named after colors.

While it’s possible to have this kind of expressive and investigative 
freedom in any other art class, AP Art offers a much wider range of 
materials and ideas from which to choose. AP Art in particular has 
given me the opportunity to learn more about one of the greatest 
gifts that God has given humanity, in his image: the gift to create.

AP Art & Design
By Megan Van Beusekom, Class of 2022

By Isabelle Maas, this is a collection work from a
series of photographs from unexpected viewpoints. 
Title: "Behind Everything.”

Artwork by Megan Van BeusekomMegan Van Beusekom
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The stresses of the military, from boot camp through deployments, 
challenge our soldiers, and many of our alumni find strength in the 
faith that was nurtured at SWCHS. Lieutenant Jake Pettit, Class 
of 2015, recently graduated from Ranger School, the Army’s 
most difficult combat training school. Ranger School mimics 
the challenges presented in real combat such as setting up or 
avoiding ambushes, scouting terrain, and attacking enemy forces, 
and includes physical deprivations of almost no sleep and very 
little food for weeks at a time. It tests candidates with potentially 
dangerous operations like rappelling, using explosives, fording 
water obstacles, and simply walking all night through thick woods 
or swamps in complete darkness. Ranger candidates pass or 
fail each of three stages based on three elements: completing 
a leadership assignment correctly, their peer rating, and their 
trainers’ ratings.

In his own words, some ways that God supported and sustained 
Lt. Pettit during this trial:

I knew many people, from the teachers and administrators 
at Southwest, to my family, to my dad’s Bible study, were 
all praying for me.  I felt those prayers, and God answered 
them by blessing, protecting, and giving me favor so 
consistently and so powerfully that it was obvious He was 
acting on behalf of the petitions of many faithful saints. 

For instance, on the first day, He placed me in a unit with 
six of my closest friends from previous training, guys who 
encouraged me and with whom I had mutual trust from the 
outset. 

The greatest blessing I experienced in all of Ranger school 
was not recycling [repeating a 3 week phase]. I got a "go" 
in Darby [Phase 1], in Mountains, and in Florida, and I had 
favor with my peers through every phase. I want to make 
clear what a massive blessing that was: only one in five 
people make it through Ranger school without recycling, 
and a huge proportion of the things that cause a person to 
recycle are out of their control. I don't have space to give 
examples from every phase, but on patrol after patrol that 
I was graded on, God gave me patience, good judgment, 
and endurance that were far beyond my natural abilities.  
God gave me teammates who responded with grace and 
obedience to my orders and executed them well; He gave 

me missions with favorable terrain and enabled us to 
defeat the enemy decisively; He gave me favor with the 
instructors who graded me and chose to give me "go's" 
for things that went right and ignore the things that did not. 

A specific example of an unusual blessing that God lavished 
on me: During the mountain phase I got poked in the eye 
by a twig--I didn't even notice it when it happened, but the 
medics wanted to check it out so they pulled me out of the 
field for a few hours and sent me to a civilian hospital. At 
the hospital I was able to borrow a phone and call [my wife] 
for the first time in weeks. Then, on the way back to camp, 
a nurse drove me instead of an instructor. She offered to 
take me to McDonalds, and I got to eat a cheeseburger, 
fries, and a huge Coke. It was the most sublime food I have 
eaten in my life. 

There are so many more examples I could share with you. 
I felt every single day that my name was crossing God's 
desk again and again, and, because of the "shameless 
audacity" (Luke 11) of saints pounding on God's door on 
my behalf, He blessed me far beyond anything I could 
deserve.

Alumni Feature: God at Work
By Jake Pettit, Class of 2015, with Annebet Pettit, 
Marketing and Communications Manager
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Thank you to our many graduates who have chosen as part of their life path to serve our nation in the armed forces. These include: 

Army:
Caleb Fisher '02
Derek Hansen ‘02
Mark Busch '07
Patrick Menefee '07
Aaron Rask '07
Matthew Pudvan '08
Erik Hoklin '09
Alexander McGillick '09
Caitlin Enright '09
Clayton Schilling '09
Mitchell McGillick '10
Jack Lausch '14
Jake Pettit '15
Lauren Isaak '16
Connor DuMoulin '17
Isaiah Colman '18
Kyle Baker '19
Enoch Flint '20

Air Force:
Zachary Vadnais '07
Benjamin Jacob '07
Griffin Getz '09
Hannah (Dake) Kabaso '09
Nick Paradise '20
Matthew Melton '21
 
Marine Corps:
Spencer Toy '09
Nathan Bishop '15

Navy:
David Stulberg '05
Leif Hoklin ‘05

Chris Reed '03
Greg Evensen '03
Sam Boyd '11
Dan Johnson '13

Staff:
Mark Bell (Army)

After 20 years teaching English at SWCHS, Dr. Barb Hoklin will retire this May. 
During her career, she taught 10th, 11th, and 12th grades and brought the English 
AP Lit & Composition and AP Language & Composition courses to SWC. For the 
last few years, she has taught the University of Northwestern at St. Paul courses in 
Intro to Literature and Composition I.
 
After many years spending her weekends grading papers, Dr. Hoklin will enjoy 
having more time with her beloved grandchildren and spoiling her dogs.
 
The English department would like to bless Dr. Hoklin with a book of thank you's 
from her former students, so if you have a memory of taking her class, skills that 
have blessed you as a graduate, or just a thank you, please email it to our 11th 
grade English teacher Matt Berka at m_berka@swchs.org.

Dr. Barb Hoklin Announces Retirement

Thank You to Our Military Alumni

We know that in every life’s path, God is with our alumni.  They are missionaries and teachers, doctors and stay-at-home moms, 
accountants and construction managers.  It is our joy to see God at work in each one of them, and we are so proud of the way they 
are serving Him and their communities.

If you are an alumni with a story of God at work in a specific instance in your life, please let us know at 
marketing@swchs.org.
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TIE THE KNOT

Peter & Lauren (Robertson '14) Knutson
July 17, 2021

Luke '14 & Lauren Johanson
September 25, 2021

Thomas & Abby (Palkert '14) Treptau
July 3, 2021

Luke '16 & Brenna Larkin
June 5, 2021

David '15 & Stephanie Johnson
May 30, 2021

ALUMNI NEWS

Alex '15 & Sophie Reimer
August 29, 2021

Mitchell '15 & Aleah McKenzie
September 10, 2021

Nate & Callie (Chase '16) Fredrickson
August 20, 2021

Jake & Christine (Piwnica '14) Schubert 
October 9, 2021
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ALUMNI NEWS

BABY ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALUMNI NEWS

Noelle
Kyle & Faith (Vander Galien '12) Ooms 

May 28, 2021

Chandler Roy
Caleb '09 & Kirsten Palkert 

November 25, 2021

Elijah
Mitch & Abby (Vander Galien '14) Neuberger 

February 10, 2021

Dawson '17 & Claire Graham
October 15, 2021

Blakely Anne
Kyle & Annika (Avery '07) Laska 

 May 2, 2021

Shea Carolyn
Patrick & Lucie (Miller '09) Cunningham

November 21, 2021

Sadie
Daniel '10 & Lauren Horner

August 12, 2021
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