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From the HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dear families,

I hope you enjoy reading through this edition of the Compass. 
Our vision remains to develop mature disciples, and our 
teachers, coaches, and staff are working diligently towards this 
goal in the areas of academics, athletics, and the arts, which I 
hope you will see in these articles.

I also hope you will notice that the purpose in each of our 
programs is to point our students to Christ. There is a wonderful 
quote by Mortimer Adler displayed in our hallways that says, 
in part, “whatever temporal ends education serves must 
themselves be ordered to eternal salvation, and the whole 
process of human development must be a direction of the soul 
to God.”

Adler’s quote correctly perceives that the real purpose of any 
education is to lead students to know and abide in the God 
who created and saved them.  Helping our students develop a 
desire for the Kingdom of God, both in this life and the next, has 
always been our primary goal.

I hope what you read in this magazine reinforces our 
commitment toward giving our students the type of education 
described by Adler. For instance, as you read about Associate 
Dean of Students Shani Johnson’s path to the Olympics, 
you can see how blessed our track team is to have such an 
experienced coach who is also training students to, as she 
puts it, “ground [their] identity in something more lasting” than 
success in a sport. You can see how the Provart siblings are 
using their education to serve God in their professions; how 
Kimberly DeVries, head of our music department, teaches 
students to worship God with music; and how our teachers are 
focusing their curriculum on teaching content while impacting 
students’ souls. 

While the school’s vision and driving purpose has not 
changed, the culture around us certainly has. Today, holding 
biblical values, beliefs, and convictions will require standing 

in opposition to what many in our society believe is best 
for humanity. We want our students to courageously and 
effectively advocate for God’s principles, and, at the same time, 
demonstrate empathy, compassion, and love for those who 
disagree. 

As both the Head of School and a father, I’m more aware than 
ever of the need to help students bring the light of the Gospel 
into the world into which they graduate. My twin boys are recent 
grads, and I am profoundly grateful for the way our faculty and 
staff have trained them to think biblically about the complicated 
and contentious issues of our day. 

I ask that you continue to pray for Southwest Christian High 
School as we endeavor to equip our students to bring the hope 
of the Gospel to the world. 

In Christ, 

Dan Beckering
Head of School

To seek, know, live and proclaim the Truth.
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with God.  “Sports equip you with 
perseverance, but also help you 
see the difference between what 
God gifts you to do and who you 
are.” Johnson herself learned this 
lesson during many years of athletic 
training. 

When young, Johnson was a 
gymnast, but the sport wore her out. 
In high school, her mom allowed 
Shani to make most decisions for 
herself, but she had no choice in 
two areas: attending Bible Study 
Fellowship and running track. “I 
missed gymnastics, but I loved the 
competition of track right away, and 
soon people around me encouraged 
me to find my place in track.”  She 
was recruited to the University of 

Minnesota to compete in the triple jump and 400 meter 
hurdles.

“I loved track because my teammates were my best 
friends, and I got to travel and see the world,” she 
recalls. During her senior year, Johnson got a new 
coach who saw her talent and passion for the triple 
jump, and helped her qualify for the Olympic trials. 
There, she earned 4th place, which was thrilling, but 

Shani Johnson wears several hats: she is on 
the SWCHS staff as an Associate Dean of 
Students. She juggles work with her home 
life as wife to Vikings and Gophers media 
personality, Ron, and mom to elementary-
aged daughters Kamryn and Quinn. Things 
get really busy in the spring when she 
adds her “coach” hat as Head Coach of the 
SWCHS Track and Field program.

Our spring athletic teams endured setbacks 
due to the cold, wet weather that canceled 
many practices and meets.  At one point, the 
track team ran laps and practiced long jumps 
in the hallways outside of the history and art 
classrooms. Unfortunately, the lack of proper 
running surfaces increased students’ injuries, 
and even when the team could practice on a 
track, it was off campus at 6:00 a.m. But the 
season had a thrilling end. Coach Johnson’s 
4x200m relay team of Callie Coughlin, Ada Dekkers, Grethe Helseth, and 
Mehlayna Straub came in 2nd in the state in their Class AA competition, 
and those same girls won the State Championship title in the 4x100m relay.  

While thrilled, Johnson points to God as the real hero of the day.  “We 
prayed before the race that the Lord would surprise us and work in a way 
exceeding anything we could ask or imagine. And He did! I hope these 
girls never forget the way we surrendered the outcome to God, and the 
way He answered their prayers in such a big way.” 

Johnson even credits the 
hardships of the season with 
some of the success at the end. 
“The conditions weren’t ideal 
at times, but the kids knew it 
wasn’t our job to complain, but 
to use the resources we had to 
do our best.” And she credits 
that perseverance with 7-10 
personal records being set at 
every single meet.

Johnson understands the way 
struggles in athletics can shape 
an athlete’s understanding of 
herself and her relationship 

TR ACK SPOTLIGHT
By Annebet Pettit, Marketing and Communications Manager
A Former Olympian Leads the Girls to State

State Champion 4x100m relay team: L to R, Callie Coughlin, Ada Dekkers, Grethe Helseth, and Mehlayna 
Straub.

Coach and Olympian Shani Johnson bundled up 
for the first meet.



she felt the loss of having just missed the 3rd place qualifier.  “The 
Olympics were not my life’s goal, but I suddenly really wanted to 
go, and I thought I could make it.”

Johnson trained for four more grueling years, and that discipline 
and hard work led her to come in first for the Olympic Qualifiers 
in 2008.  She reflects that this qualifying win was even more 
exciting than the Olympics themselves, though she says those 
were amazing, too. The most important growth, however, even 
more than her athletic skill, was in her spiritual life. “I went so 
deep with the Lord in those years. I realized that all this work 
would come down to a few seconds on one single day, and 
I needed to ground my identity in something more lasting than 
making the Olympics.” 

Recently, the Minneapolis Star Tribune listed Johnson (then 
Shani Marks) as one of their “50 Most Memorable Girls of the 
Title IX Sports Era.” Her passion for sharing sports with young 

people is what 
brought her to 
coach track at 
SWCHS.

Johnson gets 
excited about the 
idea of watching 
athletes try a new 
sport like track. 
“Track rewards 

anyone with a competitive spirit regardless of experience, so 
more kids should just try it.”  One of the most surprising stories 
this year was of State Champ Grethe Helseth. 

 “Grethe hadn’t really participated in sports much, so we just threw 
her in a bunch of events. We found she was good at everything, 
but she was clueless about how naturally good she was. She was 
just willing to try, and she ended up beating records and winning 
State, shocking herself!”  Johnson adds that shepherding young 
people like this is thrilling. 

The SWCHS track program will benefit from training spaces 
in our new athletic expansion, but the most important work is 
already being done by Coach Johnson and others in mentoring 
and pointing athletes to rely on God, understand their identity in 
Him, and run the race God has planned for each student with 
trust and perseverance. 

Zach Kaupp receives baton from Jaaron Konkel

Seraphina Bettin

L to R: Jaaron Konkel, Antuwan McKenzie, Andy Hunt, and 
Zion Buck

“You live for these 
moments when you see 
these gifts get drawn 
out of the students!”

Coach Shani Johnson
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June marks the end of our third year using the Teaching for Transformation (TfT) learning design framework in Southwest Christian’s 
classrooms. There’s no doubt that TfT has taken root here at SWCHS and is deeply shaping the way we incorporate faith and learning 
into our community. We have areas that we want to target for growth, both in our own individual practices as teachers and together as an 
institution, but there is much that we can celebrate in our diligent TfT work to this point. 

As a way of telling this success story and celebrating our growth, here are a few images:

Image #1 - We asked our students “which statement best describes the learning in your classroom as it relates to the Christian faith?”

Teachers at SWCHS care deeply about connecting learning to our Christian faith, and that is absolutely happening in our classes. Our 
students recognize that this is just how we do school at SWCHS. Not only that, students overwhelmingly report that they are seeing 
connections between that and their desire for kingdom life. I’m proud to work alongside my colleagues in this.

Image #2 - Word cloud of teacher feedback regarding Teaching for Transformation

This word cloud was generated based on the words teachers used in a survey to describe their TfT experiences so far. The larger the 
word, the more frequently it popped up in teacher feedback. The story that emerges is a great mixture of encouragement and honesty. 
I think this vividly tells the story of what it is like to engage with this learning framework and allow it to shape our teaching. Our teachers 
are leaning into their growth zones, and it’s a powerful thing to be a part of.

TEACHING FOR
By Peter Welle, History Teacher & Teaching for Transformation Campus Coordinator

We connect our learning to the Christian faith 
on a regular basis, and I am beginning to see 
how I can play my part in God’s story.

We connect our learning to the Christian faith 
once in a while.

We connect our learning to the Christian faith 
only rarely.
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Image #3 - A data point from our teacher survey:

TfT is giving SWCHS a common language and a way of being a Christian school that is challenging teachers and students to 
“see the Story” and “live the Story.”

 NOTE: 1 = “Strongly disagree”, and 5 = “Strongly agree”

This was one of my favorite pieces of data that came from a teacher survey related to our recent TfT site visit, where some outside 
school leaders visited SWCHS to interview teachers and students and offer some feedback. This particular survey question showed 
that we have an extremely high degree of buy-in from our faculty, and we’re seeing this growth across many different areas of our 
school. There are many shoulders behind the plow working together and making progress on this mission work, and I’m happy to be 
one of the crew.

TR ANSFORMATION

Elisa Palumbo and Kimberly DeVries implement Teaching for Transformation framework.
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MUSIC SPOTLIGHT

Music is a big part of our world today. We inject it into our alarm 
clocks, blare it through our car speakers, and play it on repeat 
inside our heads all day long. However, for the musician, music 
is more than just a form of entertainment. It becomes an integral 
part of life, providing an outlet of expression and a breath of calm 
in a world full of chaos.

When asked why music has remained a part of her life for so 
many years, Lydia Carlson, a junior at Southwest Christian, 
responded, “I’ve been motivated primarily by my own desire to 
be able to create beautiful 
music.” As a musician 
myself, I agree with this 
sentiment and have found 
that the experience of 
playing my instrument 
touches something inside 
of me that nothing else 
seems to be able to reach. I 
feel alive. I play even when 
no one else is watching 
because it is a way for me to 
explore and express myself. 

For many students, music 
can also be a form of relaxation. Sophomore percussionist 
Gordie Molin explains, “When I’m playing, all I’m focused on is 
the music, nothing else. It helps me deal with stress.” 

I agree with Gordie. Since I started playing the saxophone, my 
music has become my steady rock when life gets crazy. High 
school is busy, and with so much on my plate, it is easy to live 

with one eye constantly on the clock. Music helps me take a break 
to slow down and enjoy life. 

Although music can become a path to joy for advanced musicians, 
it is not always a fun experience when a student first starts out. 
The first time I picked up my saxophone at nine years old, I 
was really excited. I remember sitting down in anticipation with 
my instrument (which was almost as big as me at the time) and 
placing my lips on the mouthpiece–only to find that to my dismay, 
I could barely get a sound out of it. When I did finally squeak out a 

note, it was so loud and dissonant that I 
stopped playing to plug my ears! After a 
few days of practice, I was disappointed 
by the difficulty and discouraged by my 
failure. Carlson had a similar experience, 
commenting, “When I first started playing 
the piano as a six-year-old, I did not have 
a good time. I liked playing songs once 
I’d learned them, but the process to get 
there was very frustrating for me.” When 
senior Abby Vis first started playing the 
clarinet in fourth grade, she often felt 
frustrated and would “compare [herself] 
to other people’s skill levels.”

The road to success is often rocky. However, musicians will 
attest that it is worthwhile to push through those first few years 
of frustration because the overall experience is deeply rewarding. 
As Molin said, “Since [my first year of playing], drums/percussion 
have become a huge part of my life.” He believes that “deciding 
to play an instrument and sticking with it through the struggles 
were the best decisions of [his] life.” In my experience, working 

By Katie Nykanen, Class of 2022, Harvard Book Award Winner
Music Takes Center Stage

Una Voce, Chamber Singers, and Concert Choirs

Lydia Carlson at the piano



at my instrument has made me a better person, teaching me 
perseverance and the importance of hard work. As I play my 
instrument, I am motivated to continue practicing by looking back 
at how far I have come in the last nine years and imagining how 
much farther I can go in the future.

Music is not just helpful for discipline and beauty. As a part of a 
Christian school, the Southwest Christian music program provides 
a way for students to praise God through the gifts they have 
been given. Instrumental director  Kimberly DeVries points out, 
“Scripture tells us to sing and make music unto the Lord. Recently, 
I have seen society break away from the arts. As a culture, we 
seem to have labeled it as less important, and I feel so strongly 
that as a Christian community we need to bring back the emphasis 
on worship in and through the arts.”

The music program at Southwest Christian is a safe space where 
students can not only learn about music in the context of their 
faith but also explore their interests in a community that cares. 
When asked about playing music at Southwest Christian, Abby Vis 
responded, “I love the community that I am surrounded by. I love 
that I am able to create music with others who are also committed 
to learning and growing in their musical abilities.” Playing an 
instrument is an activity that easily can be done individually, but 
music is more fulfilling when it is experienced in community. I 
have found that as I play my instrument, my peers at Southwest 
Christian encourage me and inspire me to work harder.

The music program at Southwest Christian has grown significantly 
in the past few years. DeVries explains that she has “seen 
the participation and numbers increase” in both the choir and 
instrumental programs in the three years that she has been a part 
of the community. For example, participation in the Jazz Band has 
risen from the six students it had originally. A second Chamber 
Ensemble/Strings class has been added for instrumental students 
interested in exploring more classically-styled music, and the 
number of strings in the music program has doubled. 

DeVries has also seen the talent and ability of the program 
blossom in her time at the school, arguing that “we could have 
never done the music we are doing now three years ago.” From 
traveling to Orlando to recording songs on a boat studio, students 
in instrumental and choir classes have had a variety of exciting 
opportunities throughout the past year to learn and spend quality 
time in community with each other.

For a musician, music is more than just a class at school or a way 
to entertain themselves on a long road trip. It is a gift that gives 
life to those listening and to those playing. I am indebted to my 
family and to the Southwest Christian community for providing me 
with so many opportunities in my musical journey; without music, I 
would not be the person I am today.

Worship Team

Concert Choir

String Ensemble

Jazz Ensemble The Compass | 9
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While transferring students at Southwest Christian High 
School agree changing schools during 
high school seems scary to consider, 
they are glad they made a change.  
Students come to SWCHS for a wide 
variety of reasons, some academic, 
others social, and many spiritual. The 
vast majority of our transfer students 
agree they are happy with their decision 
to find a better fit for the rest of their high 
school career.

The biggest fear students expressed about transferring was 
finding new friends in a new place.  Many students have been 
with the same group for all or much of their school career. 
Megan Van Beusekom, who transferred 
her junior year, said, “People at 
Southwest Christian are very welcoming 
to newcomers,” a comment echoed by 
many other transferring students.

Ella Quiring, a junior who transferred 
last fall, said, “I was kind of shy in my old 
school, and I’d known everyone since 
kindergarten. I knew I’d have to branch 
out [at SWCHS], but I was amazed how 
everybody welcomed me right away. I thought they’d have 
their groups but they were excited to have someone new, 
too.”  Matt Von Eduskuty, who started SWCHS in January 
2022 from home school, echoed the 
way he was accepted.  “I’ve met a 
lot of people here and everyone has 
welcomed me.” Von Eduskuty was so 
warmly accepted that he was chosen as 
a House captain for next year despite 
only being at SWCHS for 5 months.  
“You can just jump in here,” he explains.

Senior Noah Van Nest transferred his 
junior year, and he jumped into leadership 
at SWCHS right away. He was chosen to be a House Captain 
(the school’s version of Student Council), but he also wanted 
to do Mock Trial. The fact that SWCHS lacked a team was 
a problem, but he was encouraged by the administration to 
start a team himself. He became coach, captain, and team 
member. He says, “Mr. Wass and the teachers were super 
supportive and gave me resources to start Mock Trial. It was 
so fun and amazing I could just start something brand new.”

Sports are another way our transferring students have gotten 

involved.  “Right away, I was on the volleyball team,” said Quiring. “I 
was welcomed by the team, and they’d find me at lunch and in the 
halls to make sure I had people to be with.” Van Nest joined the tennis 
team in the spring, and said one of the things he most loves about 
SWCHS athletics is that there is a spot for everyone. “You can join 
a lot of the sports even with just a little experience, so even though 
our varsity teams are competitive, there are also JV teams that new 

players can join.” 

While the ability to easily get involved in activities 
is compelling to our transferring students, a 
Christ-centered education is the most important 
reason they cited for enjoying their time on our 
campus.  Delaney Book, a sophomore transfer 
this fall, said, “I wanted a God-centered education 
where I’m with Christians and can mature in my 
faith in God.” Senior Megan Rudquist also came 

to SWCHS to grow in her faith, but, at first, she was actually worried 
about the faith aspect.  Says Rudquist, “I was a brand-new Christian, 
and I was worried I wouldn’t be a good enough Christian for this school. 
But when I got here, I found I just loved the faith stuff. The teachers 
integrate faith in every single class, and you get to go to Encounter 

each week. Bible class blew my mind–I learned 
so much, but it was crazy that you had a class 
you have to take that is about the Bible! That’s so 
cool, and I love that about this school.” 

Some students are concerned about the academic 
rigor of a college-prep school like SWCHS, but 
the transferring students have found that the 
teachers’ concern about them as people also 
translates into help in learning. Quiring explained, 

“Everyone said how good their teachers were at Southwest, but I get 
it now. The teachers really care about me as a person, and they really 
want me to learn.” Van Nest added, “At Southwest Christian, teachers 
will slow down, explain things, meet after school, whatever.  If I want to 
learn something, they’re there for me.”

When asked what advice they’d give someone considering switching 
schools, all of our transferring students said, “Give it a shot.” Van 

Beusekom said, “It feels too late but it isn’t.  I 
spent 11 years in one school system, but my life 
has been much better since I switched.”  Van Nest 
added, “It’s never too late. If you want to make the 
most of your high school experience and you’re 
a junior, you have two whole years, the best two 
years of high school, in fact, ahead of you.”  

TR ANSFERRING STUDENTS
By Annebet Pettit, Marketing and Communications Manager

Making a Transition

Megan Rudquist

Ella Quiring

Noah Van Nest

Delaney Book

Matt Von Eduskuty

Megan Van Beusekom
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SWCHS graduates currently are following God’s path in 
fields from construction to education, at-home parents to 
physicians assistants, military officers to middle school 
pastors.  We are delighted by the ways God is at work in 
the lives of our alumni!

This year, we had the privilege of watching three 
SWCHS siblings serve Christ in various ways.  Kirsten 
Provart, Class of 2011, is a pediatric nurse and served 
as a nurse on the SWCHS senior missions trip to Puerto 
Rico; her sister, Britta Provart, Class of 2014, uses her 
business skills on the mission field; and Colin Provart, 
Class of 2017, is the Director of Salt Company (campus 
ministry) at the University of Minnesota where he serves 
several of our graduates involved in Salt.

The Provarts point to their parents, Rod and Sara, as 
their first and most important teachers in their faith walk. 
Kirsten sums up the siblings’ feelings: “[My parents] 
raised me to seek the Lord in all of my decisions 
and pointed me back to the Truth in times I needed 
encouragement.” 

The siblings note that having faith-based training at 
home and school developed their love of Christ. Britta 
added that her time at SWCHS was when her faith 
became her own.  She says, “I knew I did not have a 
personal relationship with the Lord that my SWCHS 
friends talked about having. When I realized that all I 
had and ever will have is Christ, then I came to accept 
Jesus. I repented of my sin, and I started following 
Christ.” 

When asked how she is using her faith at work, Kirsten 
protests, “I’m just a nurse!” But as a  Patient Care 
Supervisor of the Special Care Nursery at Children’s 
Minnesota Hospital, she realizes she has many 
opportunities to minister to families. She says she 
“loves helping others in their time of need, and caring for 
people has always come naturally to me.” She finds that 

whether she is caring for sick infants or helping the nurses she supervises, 
she can meet needs every day at work out of the abundance of her love 
of Christ.

Britta is also combining ministry with her 
vocation.  She has completed intensive 
language training so she can serve 
people in their home country in their 
heart language.  As a business marketing 
major at Dordt University, she realized 
that she could help people create and 
build their businesses, giving her the 
opportunity to live among them as a 
representative of Christ while helping 
grow their livelihoods.  

Colin’s path to ministry was unexpected 
to himself and probably most of the 
people around him. He admits he went 
to Carlson School of Management “to 
make money!” But on a mission trip to 
Uganda, he distinctly heard from the 
Lord a challenge: What if all the things 
you have been given are to be leveraged 
for the sake of vocationally sharing the 
Gospel and leading others towards the 
goodness Jesus has for them? 

Colin knew he was being called to 
ministry and after graduation, he became 
the Director of Salt Company.

Colin says the seeds for his faith were 
watered well at SWCHS. He says, “My 
time in Christian education helped me to 
know God deeper. While deep roots of 
theology don’t seem abundantly helpful 
in high school, as I have walked through 
hard times, it is those deep roots of theological truths that have kept me 
grounded.” 

Colin summarized how the Provart siblings are living out their faith:  “All of 
us who are in Christ are called to be ambassadors of His kingdom. Kirsten 
is so good being present with those in need. Being a nurse allows her to 
meet practical needs through proximity. Britta has always loved adventure. 
What an adventure it will be to bring the good news of Jesus to corners of 
the earth that do not yet know His name! And for me, God has given me a 
big mouth and a curious mind. So, though not deserving, He has allowed 
me to teach college students about Jesus.”

We are so grateful to see these alumni serving the Lord near and far! 

ALUMNI  SPOTLIGHT
Provart Siblings Serve the Lord
By Annebet Pettit, Marketing and Communications Manager

Rachel, Colin, Sara, Rod, Britta, and Kirsten Provart

Kirsten Provart

Britta Provart

Colin Provart in Uganda
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Gary Shelton may not be in his Robotics 
team’s Supermileage car, but he is 
definitely riding high this spring.  

First, he won the State of Minnesota 
Teacher of the Year award from the Air 
Force Association for excellence in teaching 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) to the next generation.  His 
nomination is currently being considered at 
the national level.

Next, his Robotics Team won big awards 
for their Supermileage car. 

The team competed for the first time at the 
Minnesota Technology and Engineering 
Educators Association competition.  Their 
car won the Quality Craftsmanship award–
only the 2nd time in the competition’s 33-
year history that a rookie team has won this 
award. They also placed second overall 
in the electric division with their energy 
efficient go-kart.

Shelton loves to point out that the students 
themselves did the design and construction 
that won the first place craftsmanship 
award, and made changes up to the last 
minute that caused them to win 2nd place 
overall.

Shelton’s own career started with a very 
different kind of technology: the tuba.  

While it does have valves, pipes, 
and slides, they are quite different 
from the work Gary ended up loving.  
Despite earning a Bachelor of Arts in 
Music Education, “I quickly realized 
that engineering was a better path for 
me.” 

He returned to college to earn his 
Bachelors of Science in Mechanical 
Engineering from the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison.  

Shelton turns philosophical, as he 
often does when considering his 
beloved field of engineering.  “I 
realized that while I loved playing 
tuba, I wasn’t great at it, but I was 
great at engineering projects.”  For 25 
years, he worked at an engineering 
firm which he helped start.  After selling the company,  Shelton, who  had been 
volunteering at SWCHS, was hired to start the engineering department.

He currently teaches two levels of CAD (Computer Aided Design), courses in which 
students create computerized models of real things, and then refine 
their projects to create them in real life using a 3D printer.  He also 
teaches engineering courses, metal working, and he has a select 
group of students in addition to the Robotics team who meet after 
school to work on what he calls “very challenging projects.” 

He adds, “My favorite part of teaching the Pro-Tech courses is helping 
students create things limited only by their own imaginations—oh, 
and the size of our 3D printer!”

The Robotics team reflects Shelton’s love of creating real-world 
things from an idea.  “I think the Robotics Team offers unparalleled 
opportunities to learn to collaborate and make something that 
actually moves and can safely carry people.”

Shelton’s twinkling eyes light up like a teenager when he shows off 
the equipment he teaches students to use. He dreams about new programs to teach 
and works long hours to build his courses and support the Robotics team. Next up is 
the new welding program. “We have 6 booths where students will do actual welding 
projects.  I’m really proud of my students and love working with them to create in real 
life the ideas in their heads!”

It’s what Shelton always returns to: he is thrilled by engineering because he thinks it’s 
magical to have an idea, just a series of thoughts, become reality.

TEACHER AWARD
By Annebet Pettit, Marketing and Communications Manager
The Need for Speed

The supermileage team

Gary Shelton receiving MN Teacher of the Year 
award from the Air Force Association
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After 20 years of teaching at SWCHS, Dr. Barbara Hoklin is moving 
on from the great legacy she has built as a teacher, department chair, 
event coordinator, D-Group leader, and well-loved colleague and 
friend. This is especially significant as Dr. Hoklin has been a mentor 
in my life since my junior year at SWCHS in one of her first classes.

As an 11th grader with a solid collection of Warped Tour band shirts 
and little conscious regard for the significance of words and stories, 
I did not walk into that classroom thinking that my path in life would 
become clearer as a result of her teaching. However, I experienced 
Hamlet and Crime and Punishment for the first time, I learned 
strategies and rhythms that helped me find some joy in writing, and 
I realized how truth and beauty is to be found in appreciating words 
and stories. It was Dr. Hoklin’s genuine love for the material and her 
appreciation and care for me and my peers that eventually helped 
me conclude that I wanted to share a deep knowledge and love of 
literature. I did not know that was my route right away, but I soon 
found myself back in her classroom during college teaching sample 
lessons on As You Like It. Eventually, I found myself not just in the role 
Dr. Hoklin inspired me to pursue, but I was able to launch my teaching 
career as her colleague.

Throughout our time working together in the English department, 
she has continued to push me to become a better teacher, writer, 
and reader. Often, when I speak to former students, Dr. Hoklin and 
her classes are remembered very fondly. This makes me feel quite 
fortunate in the sense that I am likely her longest-tenured student. 
Not only has she helped me become the best teacher I can be, but 
I have witnessed how deeply she cares about her students and for 
SWCHS as the place we all love and appreciate. Whether it was Night 
of Stars, Baccalaureate, Graduation, Safety Committee, or many 
other responsibilities, she has been a foundational pillar in many of 
the ways in which this school has flourished from the warehouse days 
until now.

Dr. Hoklin’s Storyline for her English 12 courses is “Choose the 
true path”, and though our faculty has only been articulating these 
storylines for a few years, this has been a hallmark of her class since 
I sat there in her first classroom on Peavey Road. Dr. Hoklin has 
continuously helped me, and so many others, to find that true path 
through opening our eyes to the beauty and power of the written word. 
I believe that SWCHS is on that true path as well, in no small part 
thanks to the legacy she leaves. 

Thank you to all who sent in tributes which were added to a book that 
was given to Dr. Hoklin at her retirement ceremony.

20 YEAR TRIBUTE
By Brett Walters, English Teacher

Barb Hoklin, English Teacher

Dr. Hoklin and son Erik
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We are expanding our athletic facilities to accommodate our enrollment level of 500 students. This expansion will allow us to have more 
teams, more disciples, and more community. The athletic complex will increase our weight room from 850 to 4500 sq ft. The complex 
will have year-round indoor training for all teams. It will include a sprinting track, batting cages, hockey dryland training, golf hitting nets. 
lacrosse wall ball, and team meeting rooms. We will have turf training, additional locker rooms and additional parking.

The opportunity to play sports at SWCHS draws over 80% of our students.  In athletics, they find community and mentoring, opportunities 
and belonging. Our varsity teams are passionate about competing at a high level and our development teams give students chances to 
grow and thrive.  Most importantly, sports offer amazing discipleship opportunities through our Coaching for Transformation program. In 
this sister program to our Teaching for Transformation initiative, coaches are trained how to focus their athletes on long-term character 
development.  

Our student growth means our athletic programs are bursting at the seams, and our athletic expansion will enable more coaches to work 
with more players while we offer more teams, all of which will better enable SWCHS to achieve our vision of training disciples who seek, 
know, live, and proclaim the Truth of Jesus Christ.

ATHLETIC EXPANSION BEGINS
The Heavy Lifting has Started

Several members of the coaching and athletics staff were able to 
attend the groundbreaking celebration June 2, 2022

Completion date fall 2023

Rendering of new gymnasium space featuring two wood courts and a third court with high performance flooring.



Baseball Discipleship

God knows what I need more than I know what 
I need.

I grew up with a baseball glove on my hand 
and had the privilege of learning the game 
under some amazing coaches. They were older 
than me, they knew more and passed on the 
concepts and nuances of the game to me.

I came to faith in Christ as a junior in high school 
but I didn’t know what I didn’t know, specifically 
how to mature in my newly found faith in Jesus. 
Just like I needed guidance in baseball, I needed 
a spiritual coach, someone who could walk with 
me down the road of faith. Over the course of my 
life, I have had a handful of spiritual coaches and 
mentors who have taught, rebuked, corrected, 
trained and encouraged me to follow Jesus in a 
deeper way. I am forever grateful to these men.

I know baseball because I was coached. I 
know Christ better because He first revealed 
Himself to me and then put coaches in my life. 
Serving as the Dean of Students as well as 
the Varsity Baseball Coach allows me to pass 
on what I have learned and I am grateful for 
that opportunity. Whether it is coaching team 
defense, pitching philosophy, or helping students 
work through a conflict, it is amazing to be able 
to see Christ working in the lives of our students.

We know this need for coaching is biblical; in 
just one of many passages, 2 Timothy 2:2 says: 
“And the things you have heard me say in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable 
men who will also be qualified to teach others.”

I still need his teaching, rebuking, correcting, 
and training. So do our students. It is a joy to 
be here to help them lean on, look to and trust 
in the Lord, whether in the classroom or on the 
baseball field.

L_Robertson@swchs.org
PH: 952-479-6235

by Rob Wassenaar, Dean of Students & 
Head Baseball Coach

We are grateful for the generous members of our community that 
have already made donations to our current capital campaign.  The 

cost of the project has 
increased significantly due 
to inflationary pressure on 
materials and labor and a 
new state law mandating the 
inclusion of a storm shelter 
area in the new facility. We 
feel blessed to have secured 
financing at an interest rate 
below 3%, however we are 
actively seeking additional 
financial support from 
members of our community.  
Your donations to our capital 

campaign will provide more students the opportunity to be discipled in 
our school’s athletic programs. We pray that God will bring generous 
donors to mitigate our costs. This training disciples campaign includes 
funding for our annual scholarship fund to provide needs based tuition 
assistance to families unable to pay full tuition. Contact Leslie Robertson 
for more information and visit our website for updates swchs.org/support.

“Southwest Christian High School has 
been a tremendous blessing in our lives. 
We can’t say enough about the staff, 
and leadership of the school. Our kids 
were offered the opportunity to excel 
academically, artistically, and athletically, 
but most importantly, they were taught to 
be disciples of Christ.”

Terry and Joy Lubben family
SWCHS alumni family and faithful supporter
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FACULT Y HIGHLIGHTS
Recognition Awards

Teacher:  Stephanie Pieske

Staff:  Vicki Dillon

Program:  Athletics

All our staff and faculty are servants of Christ with outstanding talents, so each year, we recognize three programs or individuals for 
special recognition.  The staff and faculty themselves nominate colleagues who demonstrated a notable level of excellence this year.

The teaching recognition award is given to a teacher who consistently improves his or her teaching 
skills, shows outstanding care for students and families, leads his or her departments, and mentors 
students.  For 2021-22, art teacher Stephanie Pieske is recognized for her outstanding impact through 
fine arts. She inspires students to reflect God in their own creative efforts, from those checking off an 
art credit to those who want to become professional artists.  She continually grows her gifts as an artist 
herself and teacher even as she handles more unique courses than any other SWCHS teacher. 

This award recognizes staff who love to serve, who are particularly good at their jobs, or who have 
borne with grace and skill a particular burden this year. This year’s winner is Substitute Coordinator 
and Assistant to Head of School, Vicki Dillon. Vicki is a servant-hearted worker. She is flexible and 
diligent in the way that she serves the needs of teachers who are out, particularly when they are sick 
or in crisis. Beyond that, our students see and respond to her positively. She knows nearly all of our 
students’ names, and cares for them individually. She supports Dan Beckering with excellence, and 
helps him shoulder the responsibilities of his wide-ranging roles as Head of School.

The program category includes both teachers and staff, and 
recognizes a program or department that is doing remarkable 
work, overcoming obstacles with grace, and serving our community 
with excellence. This year’s winner is the athletics program, led by 
Athletic Director Darin Keizer who has been our AD for eight years, 
and Assistant AD Tiffany Stubbs who has held this role for over 
one year.  Darin has trained over 60 coaches in the inspirational 
Coaching for Transformation program.  He handled the significant 
challenges of Covid-19, growing the athletic programs, and managing 
games and practices through our difficult Minnesota weather. Under 
his leadership, SWCHS has many teams winning their sections, 
conferences, and even State championships. Darin and Tiffany serve 
the community well with their hard work and positive attitudes. Darin Keizer Tiffany Stubbs
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Top GPA in Girls Sports: Girls Basketball - 3.89

Top GPA in Boys Sports: Boys Cross Country - 3.83

2nd Overall in AA
State Golf Tourney

Jacob Ferrin

13th Overall in AA
State Golf Tourney

Kendall Hoag

STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

National Merit Award Winners:
(Not pictured, Caden Paschke), Bennet Beckering, Brandon Mosley, 

Liam Wagaman, Katie Nykanen, Leif Gunhus. 
National Merit Finalist: Caleb Beckering

2021-22 Artistic
Excellence Winner:

Megan Van Beusekom

SWCHS Vocal & Instrumental Ensembles won top awards at 
the Orlando Heritage Music Festival

DECA: The following members of the 
2021-22 DECA team went to State: 
Front Row (LtoR): Julia Barce, Becca 

Moore, Nora Vietzen, Back Row (LtoR):  
Brandon Mosley, Sean Johnson, Noah 

Van Nest, Karin Shively, Ericka Wall. Not 
pictured: Jacyln Brouwer. 

Awarded Top Honors of the 
SWCHS STEM program

Leif Gunhus

Awarded the Harvard Book Award 
presented to the junior whom a 

committee of teachers identifies as 
their top humanities student. 

Emily Gale

MMEA State Honors 
Symphonic Band
2021-2022
Daniel Bozanich

Nominated & Accepted 
into U.S. Naval Academy, 

Annapolis, MD
Michael Phillips



ATHLETIC AWARDS
2021-22 Highlights

Conference Champions:
• Boys Soccer
• Girls Volleyball
• Girls Soccer
• Baseball
• Girls Lacrosse
 
All Conference Athletes: 52 Student Athletes
 
Section Finalists:
• Girls Soccer
• Boys Golf
• Boys Soccer
• Girls Volleyball
 
State Qualifiers:
• Girls Volleyball
• Boys Soccer
• Girls Track
• Girls Golf (Kendall Hoag)
• Boys Golf (Jacob Ferring, Hayden Kleynhans)
• Boys Volleyball

All State Athletes:
• 12 Student Athletes
• Mr. Soccer finalist | Adam Tebbs
• Miss Baden (volleyball) finalist | Este Haugen

State Results:
• Boys Soccer | State Champions
• Girls Volleyball | 5th Place
• Girls 4x100 | State Champions: Callie Coughlin, Ada Dekkers, 

Grethe Helseth, Mehlayna Straub
• Girls 4x200 | State Runners Up (2nd Place): Callie Coughlin, Ada 

Dekkers, Grethe Helseth, Mehlayna Straub
• Boys Golf | State Runner Up (2nd Place): Jacob Ferrin,   

Hayden Kleynhans -- 58th Overall
• Girls Golf | Kendall Hoag – 13th Overall
• Boys Volleyball  |  8th Place
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2021-2022
Sports Banquet Awards:
 
• Freshman Athlete of the Year | Gisella Harder
• Male Athlete of the Year | Cade Wiegert
• Female Athlete of the Year | Mehlayna Straub
• Breakout performance Award | Jake Bettin
• Breakout Performance Award | Ollie Yuhas
• Breakout Performance Award  | Nick Burke
• Male Discipline | Camden Mellema
• Female Discipline | Jayna Bredenberg
• Male Servant Leadership | Jack Widdifield
• Female Servant Leadership | Piper Stafford
• Comeback Athlete of the Year | Callie Coughlin
• Male Commitment To Excellence | Brayden Zimmerman
• Female Commitment to Excellence | Chloe Brunsberg
• Iron Man | Wyatt Schindeldecker
• Iron Man | Brody Hardacre
• Iron Man | Sophie Hotchkiss
• Outstanding Athletic Achievement Female | Lauren Walmer
• Outstanding Athletic Achievement Female | Samantha Anderson
• Outstanding Athletic Achievement Male | Max Schmidt
• Outstanding Athletic Achievement Male | Jon Brain
• Break out Team Performance | Volleyball
• Best Team Performance Boys | Soccer
• Freshman Star Award  | Aubrey Burkhart
• Star Award Male | Adam Tebbs
• Star Award Female | Estelle Haugen

College Signings:

• Samantha Anderson | Soccer, Minot State (ND)
• Sophia Anderson | Lacrosse, Concordia St. Paul (MN)
• Jayna Bredenberg | Volleyball, Palm Beach Atlantic (FL)
• Nick Burke | Basketball, Truman State (MO)
• Estelle Haugen | Volleyball, University of Georgia (GA)
• Bennet Krommendyk | Basketball, Dordt University (IA)
• Paige Lemkuil | Volleyball, Hope College (MI)
• Cam Mellema | Soccer, Dordt University (IA)
• Lourdes Mulcrone | Dance, Dordt University (IA)
• Megan Steensland | Gymnastics, University of Minnesota (MN)
• Adam Tebbs | Soccer, John Brown University (AR)
• Lauren Walmer | Soccer, Wheaton College (IL)
• Cade Wiegert | Baseball, Dallas Baptist University (TX)
• Olivia Wight | Lacrosse, University of Wisconsin - La Crosse (WI)
• Abby Winter | Cross Country, Pepperdine University (CA)
• Ollie Yuhas | Baseball, North Iowa Community College (IA)
• Brayden Zimmerman | Basketball, Dordt University (IA)
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Congratulations to House Fide!

This year, each House–Fortitudo, Fide, Sapientia, and Veritas–
competed in games to see who would be our first SWCHS House 
Cup Winner!  Each House had wins and losses during the year, 
so it all came down to the final game of “Capture the Cup” in 
which Fide was the winner! 

Q&A with House System Lead, Mrs. Lindsay Johnson.  Her 
comments are edited for clarity.

Q: This was the first year of the House 
system; what was the most challenging 
part of getting it off the ground?

LJ: You’ve heard the idea of building the 
plane while we were flying it? That was 
us! It was challenging to start the school 
year as a new staff member while also 
planning the entire program as we went. 
While I would have liked  to have had everything done ahead of 
time, it was more important to me to get the input of the advisors 
and student leaders, so we had to wait until they were back in 
school.  Both groups were incredible, and had such a positive 
influence on how things went, so I’m glad I waited, but it was a 
little crazy!

Q: What were some particularly fun or meaningful moments you 
saw created through the House system?

LJ: The All-School Retreat was so meaningful when we got to 
watch the student leaders welcome their 
houses and create a spirit of belonging. 
The energy was so special and unique 
to this school. Another thing I loved was 
our House Encounters because some 
students who stepped up were not 
always the kids people would expect 
to be on stage. During Homecoming, 
I loved seeing the students taking on 
the challenges together, and building 
relationships with people who aren’t 
already their friends. And probably my 

favorite single moment was in 
our last game, right before final 
exams, watching them run around 
the field like little kids, playing hard 
and having a great time. I loved 
that.

Q. How does the House system help us achieve our mission as a 
school to create disciples of Jesus Christ who seek, know, live and 
proclaim the Truth? 

LJ: Sharing life is a priority of the New Testament Church, and the 
House system creates community.  Community is where people 
live out their faith.  
Students realize that 
the Christian Body is 
diverse with people 
who look different, 
are different ages, 
and have different 
interests, but we’re 
all one. We naturally 
go to people like us–
we do theater, sports, 
robotics, but in the House system, we can also purposefully mix 
and find things we have in common with people we don’t normally 
know. As our school gets bigger, House is another way for people 
to find connection. Unless they’re in leadership, House is probably 
not their first layer of belonging, but it is one layer of belonging, and 
helping students belong to a Christian community is an important 
part of discipleship. 

Q.  What are some modifications you’re excited about for next 
year? 

LJ: I’m excited to expand opportunities for students to be part of 
leadership by adding bigger roles for secretaries and a cabinet 
for each house.  Each house is going to make this year their own 

and put their own spin on it so each 
one is welcoming and competitive in 
its own way. I’m excited for traditions to 
come back (like the amazing lipsynch 
for homecoming), and also add new 
things. One thing people want are more 
grade-level connections, so we’ll have 
opportunities when we come back 
from long breaks like Thanksgiving and 
Spring Break to connect as a class. 

INSIDE OUR HOUSE

Lindsay Johnson

All School Retreat

House Fide
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ALUMNI  HIGHLIGHTS

Anna (Rask) - Class of 2009
Married John Emison
December 17, 2021

Angela (Forss) - Class of 2016
Married Zach Baker

May 22, 2022

Owen William Kraemer 
Parents: Maria (Brands | 2014) & 

Daniel Kraemer
June 19, 2022

Adelaide Jane Gross
Parents: Lydia (Palkert | 2012) & 

Sam Gross
March 26, 2022

Emily (Robertson) - Class of 2010
Married Andrew Dzurik

April 15, 2022

Jessica (Carlin) - Class of 2010
Married Marc Lombardo

March 3, 2022

Micah Brands - Class of 2018
Married Zoe Hoekstra

June 5, 2022

Christina (Solfelt) - Class of 2015
Married Jake Marsh
November 25, 2020

Send us your updates! 
We would love to feature alumni being used by God in their work or personal 

lives, so please reach out to us with your stories at marketing@swchs.org!

Wedding & Baby Announcements
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GR ADUATION

Valedictorian:
Caleb Beckering

Valedictorian & Polaris 
Award Recipient:
Bennet Beckering

Valedictorian:
Luke Schwen

Salutatorian:
Truman Haugen

Salutatorian:
Caden Paschke

105 Graduates 
in the

Class of 2022
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but fall events are happening!
August 16    Back to School Night
September 1-2   All School Retreat
September 15   Fresh Start (Freshmen Retreat)
September 17   Southwest Super Soccer Saturday
September 22   Meet the Teach
September 26   Admission Open House
September 28   Grandparents Day
October 8    Auction Gala
November 4-5   Fall Play
November 15-22   Senior Missions Trip
December 9   Christmas Concert


